
Beverly/Clareview/Norwood/Highlands Consultation Meeting Summary 

February 19, 2020 

 

Community attended:  30 

Feedback forms received Feb 19, 2020 evening:  9 

Additional feedback forms received:  7 

Letters - 9 

Online responses: 19 

Emails received:  1 

Dignitaries attended: 
• J. Irwin, MLA 
• T. Harris, Trustee 
• C. Smiley, Trustee 

Staff attended: 
• J. Naccarato • R. Martin 
• J. Fiacco • D. Paquette 
• J. Thompson • L. Boxall 
• S. Mandolesi (St. Bernadette)  

Feedback comments: 
Parent/Guardian - 25 School Community: 

• St. Bernadette - 17 
• St. Jerome - 11 
• St. Gerard - 1 
• St. Nicholas - 6 

Grades: 
• Pre-K-Kindergarten - 13 
• Gr 1-3 - 15 
• Gr 4-6 - 11 
• Gr 7-9 - 3 
• Gr 10-12 - 0 
• Not applicable - 4 

Community member - 9   

Staff Member - 1    

Other:  4   

  

How did you hear about the consultation? 

• Email - 6 
• Letter - 2 
• School - 7 
• Other - 9  
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-----Original Message-----

Sent: Thursday, February 20, 2020 1:58 PM

Subject: Feedback - Beverly/Clareview/Norwood/Highlands Community information Evening

Thank you for the opportunity to provide you some feedback regarding the "Glorious Futures" potential
amalgamation of St Jerome, St Nicks and St Bernadette.   I wanted to write you an email, as you know I am
passionate about the topic and about my school but I have alot of questions and concerns that I thought would better
be served in email.     My  attended St Jerome from Kinder to Grade 6 and is now at 
School.  My  is now at  and has attended from 100 Voices till now in Grade 2.   

    
  

First your questions:
1) What are your thoughts about the addition of St Bernadette to the amalgamation? 
 I'm not as familiar with the St Bernadette school, as my children have/are at .   My only interactions with
the school are from friends who's kids attend and when we jointly attend Church services together.  I feel sad for
their parents who were dragged into this situation and feel blindsided by the addition of their school into the
amalgamation talks.  

2)Should any other schools be considered in the potential amalgamation? if so which schools.  
I don't feel comfortable with the amalgamation and wouldn't suggest any other schools be considered as alternates or
additions.   I do feel like there may be potentials and other areas that are willing to merge.   Why ECSD feels fixated
on this area and don't seem to be researching others themselves is beyond my comprehension.    When Edmonton
Public decided that they wanted to merge an Elementary with a Jr High School, they approached 3 potenial
communities and found 1 that was eager for the change and listened to their parents/community partners.  

3)Describe your school culture. How can this be implemented into a potential new school/site?
St Jerome is a smaller, community school located in Rundle Heights.  We have a diverse landscape of students and
staff members. Staff and students who come to the school do so because of the Science Academy, the good
reputation in the community and because of the smaller class sizes.   All the staff know each child.  Each child
knows the majority of the other students through the multi-age literacy projects.     The school feels warm and
inviting - it helps foster a safe place for learning and inclusion.   For younger elementary, they feel confident in their



school - they feel comfortable going to any older student or any staff member for help.   And for the older students,
they feel a sense of pride in the school - from lunch room supervision, planting the school gardens etc.   I don't think
that any of these amazing qualities can be transferred to a bigger, newer school.  Just by definition, there will be
more space and not that warm school feeling and more students, you won't have that personal connection.     Big
schools aren't always better for the students and the families of the community.  It helps your bottom line  to start,
maybe, but it really does nothing for the people who matter most.  

4) How would you like to be kept informed throughout this process?
I think open and honest communication.   Listening to feedback and prayerfully responding to the concerns and
questions.  These "public consultations" felt more like you telling us parents what's going to happen vs actually
needing or wanting our imput.    Last nights meeting felt like a done deal. And in fact many parents commented on
that very fact.  Which in a Catholic school system, is shameful to me. 

Now my thoughts behind the amalgamation, my concerns and my worries:

A) Land/Location
- There is already a k-9 Public Elementary within the proximity, that's alot of extra bodies moving around the area. 
Alot of extra traffic, vehicles for drop off and pick up.   The area is small and that many more vehicles is
concerning.   Ivor dent already experienced a child getting hit by a vehicle because there isn't a sidewalk all the way
around on that side of the field.   So they cut across and were hit by a vehicle.   There is more potential of that
happening, with that many more coming and going from the area.
-Coal mines - you are listening to that point brought up from our first meeting at St Jerome.  Thank you for
listening.   If you can't build on that site, what's plan B?   No amalgamation, different location?  what other area can
you fit a K-9 school?  
-Soccer fields.  if you are going to continue with St Nicks soccer academy, where are the soccer fields going to go. 
That was one of the points that was brought up at the first meeting, that they can't use their fields because they aren't
legal size.  You'll run into the same issue at the St Jerome location, unless you tear down the existing building.  
What's the extra cost of that?  What's the extra cost associated with putting in the soccer fields?  That wasn't
included in the budget but needs to be considered.   Ivor dent doesn't have the space for a soccer pitch, so you can't
use their property either.     What's the plan?

B)Old Buildings
- While you tote that the new building will "revitalize the community" leaving old building that may or may not get
rented in 3 different locations, is actually doing a dis-service to those communities.  Looks run down and terrible.  
- When Ivor Dent merged and was created, the old Rundle school is being used for rental space but they can't find
enough tenants to fill their space.  They still have empty rooms and not regular use of the school, other then the
daycare and church on Sundays.  If you leave St Jerome up - I find it highly unlikely that you'll be able to rent it out
and fill it to capacity where you'll be in a break even with expenses and costs associated. 
-If you leave St Jerome up, St Nicks or St Bernadette up - what are the costs associated with running and
maintaining those buildings.  You'll still have those expenses, whether there are students utilizing that space or not.  
You still have maintenance, you still have pluming, water, electrical, heating.  So it's really not a "savings".   And as
a potential landlord, you now have extra expenses with INS and extended hours of operation.  There are still things
that will need to be fixed to make the space publicly accessible - who's paying for that?
- If you need to tear down St Jerome to make room for the soccer fields, as I mentioned - what does that look like? 
What's the budget?  

C)Parent councils/societies
- Merging 3 school councils and societies is not a simple task.  It takes time, volunteer effort and money to make
that happen.   That's alot to ask of volunteer council members to make happen.   You run the risk of it not going
smoothly, not getting done in a timely manner for casinos and bylaw changes etc.   
- Merging 3 casino fundraisers into 1 now for 1 big school - you go from approx $240,000 of funding down to only
1 at $80,000. Who's making up that funding difference for the school? Who's paying for fieldtrips, busing, hot
lunches,  chromebooks, library books, sports equipment and all the other wonderful things that councils/societies
pay for. 
- Can you have 2 societies?  One for elementary and one for Jr High?   Is that even a possibility and what parents are
going to agree to run those boards?



D)Busing
-Currently alot of students walk because they are close.    With moving St Bernadette students over to the St Jerome
site, you are now forcing financial hardships on families who will have to pay for busing because their kids can no
longer walk to the local school.
- Families who aren't attached to Catholic Education and go to the school because of proximity and/or the smaller
class sizes, they won't follow - they won't pick the new school in the St Jerome Neighborhood because of the
location.  So my prediction is that you are actually going to lose families to the public schools who remain in the
neighborhood.      

E) Projections/Community Demographics
- The 3 current schools are near 70% at capacity, merging the schools together into a building that's capacity is 700
students and you project to have 600 students.  Where are those students coming from?   If we can't fill our current
schools to capacity, what makes you believe that this bigger school will be the draw.  What happens when the new
school is at 70% capacity and can't fill it's classrooms?  What does that budget look like?   
-As per my busing comments, I feel like you're actually going to lose some families because of the location and the
financial hardships that busing creates for them.   So are you taking those figures into account.  
-A big fancy building might be appealing to new developments where there is rapid growth and new housing, where
families are directed to those schools.   You can't expect the same projections for this area as you would other more
affluent and developing areas.  it is attracting more families but we still have alot of seniors, and single families with
no kids in the area.    
-Beverly has a higher amount of single parents, parents with multiple jobs, parents who are gone to work before
their kids go to school.   With little to no supervision, there are kids who get themselves to school in the morning.  
Moving the school and not having the finances to bus, is really going to be a hardship for some families.  
- 2 Jr high schools within a fields distance from each other could cause some strife.  Natural teenage strife - There is
a natural competition between schools and in the neighborhood there could be added tension with that teenage
angst.  
- K-9 is a big age range, and the thought processes and the behaviors are drastically different.   It's not always a good
fit, as identified by many community members with young children at the park when the teenagers come out - there
is swearing, inappropriate behavior, damaging playground equipment etc.    Many parents actually identified this in
the playground survey, that they wanted a seperate area for their young children away from the older children
because of this bad behavior.  Adding more teenagers - why? 

F) Playground
- Current playground is in poor condition and yes there is plan in place to redevelop that playground in the current
location at approx the current size and capacity.  There is no plan or funds available for growth.  
-Current location of the playground is an issue for the Ivor dent students, it's too far away for them to pay at accept
for at lunch - and even then the little ones have to run to make it and play for a short time.   Depending on the
projected development for the new school, our elementary students will experience the same issue, Not being able to
play at the playground because there isn't enough time to actually get there and play.  
-If ECSD is toting this new playground as a "selling" feature for the new school - I'd like to know how they are
going to support this project because this is a public, city owned park and not for the exclusive use of the Catholic
School.  They should not be using this as a selling tool unless they want to anti up and help fund the said
playground.  

G)St Nicks personal views/catholic presence.  
- Merging the 3 schools - you lose that Catholic presence in the communities.   Without those schools running and
operating, there isn't that community engagement and support for keeping the separate school boards.  It seems like
1 school system might be a okay as they don't have a connection and a visual. 
-Mixing current school cultures can be difficult and if you don't have the right teachers and the right administration
in who can seamlessly do that, then it can go horribly wrong.    Not only for the students but for the teachers and the
staff.  
-My experience with choosing the schools for my children was based on the culture of the schools.  How I felt going
into the schools?  How the staff treated myself and my kids.    I fell in love with St Jerome because of the proximity
to my house but also because of the smaller class sizes. The science focus.  The warmth and the feel of the school. 
The staff knowing the kids and myself, it feels like a family.    We did 2 open houses for St Nicks when we were
looking at Jr Highs.   I also attended 2 soccer tournaments at St Nicks with my .   On all 4 occasions, I did not
feel warmth.  I did not feel valued as a parent.  I did not feel like the school culture was appropriate for a Catholic



school.  I felt like the focus was on the soccer academy as that brings in revenue and the other students were "lesser
then" , both open houses focused solely on the soccer academy.  Little to no mention of drama, science or band.      I
brought up my concerns to the teachers, the principal as well as our principal - I felt like non of my concerns were
met.   For example.  We were on the stage watching the soccer tournament, soccer students were there to help and
assist but a group of them were sitting behind us talking about taking a girls virginity.   My at the time 

 was standing with myself and my husband, and these students had no shame in talking this way.   I found a
teacher , who did little but to tell them to move along and find a job to do.     At the open house, the drama teacher
was leading an improv skit and they were acting out being drunk or high.  At the open house?   With parents and
potential students?  and again Catholic school?  how is this appropriate and how did the teacher let this go?  And
we're going to merge this culture with 2 elementary schools, what am I to expect from these teenagers and these
teachers behaviors around my elementary age .   Based on my experiences, I can tell you there is no way
that either of my children will attend St Nicks.   I love St Jerome, I appreciate the Catholic School system and the
faith behind it.  But that was not present in my experiences with St Nicks. 
-St Nicks has a science academy from my understanding that still is only Grade 8 and grade 9 students based on
selection.  Coming from a Science academy school - this makes no sense to me. Will they expand that if the schools
merge?  Will be a limited, paid academy like the soccer program?  how will that work?   Will the science academy
even exist now that St Bernadette will be in the mix? 
-Other parents and community members I know also didn't pick St Nicks because of their culture. Their focus on the
soccer academy and stories that non-soccer kids don't get priority. Their gym time gets moved aside if the soccer
program needs the gym.   The soccer kids roam the hallways with a sense of superiority.  

H)Parent Engagement nights/Feedback/Open and honest communication
-I have attended all 3 of the "Glorious Futures" evenings.   I have filled out the feedback forms.  I have talked with
other parents and with Trustees about my concerns. 
-The evening at St Jerome was well attended, mainly by St Jerome parents.   The majority that I spoke to had some
serious reservations.  Only a few were open to the idea of a new school.  
-The Evening at St Nicks was poorly planned and poorly attended.  My husband and I were  out of parents who
attended the evening.   It was schedule on the same night as the AOB award celebrations, and so parents with
children in both schools - attended the awards vs the information evening.  There was little to no mention of the
amalgamation but discussed general area utilization of the schools, age of the schools.  I'm still confused where from
that meeting and that feedback, they decided to continue ahead with the process - and now add in St Bernadette.
-I sent an email 3 times asking for the survey feedback to prove that parents and families wanted this.   From reading
those comments, there is no feedback that they want a new school and to continue with the amalgamation.  Nor add
in a 3rd school now.   From last nights presentation, it seems like it's the principals who brought up the idea.  So
instead of actually listening to parents and community members, you're taking the word of principals who have a
short lifespan at any given school.   They aren't in it for the long haul. They don't live it.  They don't live next to it.  
They aren't invested the same as parents and community members.    
-Last night many parents felt like we were being told. Vs asking for our feedback in an open and honest discussion. 
We heard "we've satisfied our 4 requirements....." and to us that signaled that these meetings were more of a
formality then genuinely seeking our feedback.  
- If you were listening to parent feedback, we need a highschool.   That became increasingly clear reading the
feedback and talking to parents.   So my question is, why spend time, resources and money focusing on this
amalgamation, when you've not heard that parents are supportive of, instead of focusing on what we actually telling
you we need and we want?    To me again that signals that you don't really value our feedback or want our feedback,
that these survey's and these information nights are a checklist - prove that you had them...and you can push your
agenda through. 

I)Funding
- With the current UCP Government budget and expected short falls, where is this money coming from?   The news
and others are talking about job cuts and reducing EA's and other admin staff.    Edmonton Public has been having
emergency meetings with their parents about the cuts and proposing an extra 5 PD days to save up to $1 million.  
So with the proposed budget looming, how are we looking forward to spending this money?  Where is it coming
from?  I would rather deal with an older building and have fully staffed schools, then cut any jobs and build a new
school.   That seems so contradictory in logic for a school board. 

My Suggestions:



1) Consider a Jr/Sr High school, as St Nicks is a better fit to move to a new space and those teenagers all have a
similar mentality.   They are already using lockers, switching classrooms.  They have similar classes like band, shop,
culinary arts, drama etc.   They can pool and share teaching and supply resources.   There are several locations that
could be available to purchase and build in the future.  The parents have requested a High School.  You have
identified the need for a high school. Instead of focusing on what we don't want and plowing ahead, why not shift
gears and look at this alternative.       You could look at the old RJ Scott Public school location, inquire about buying
that land as it's not being utilized fully and maybe the public school system woudl sell it.  It has easy access to major
bus routes, LRT and enough space for a soccer field.    Or maybe up by the new Manning Town Center, there is alot
of undeveloped land up there, you could buy property.  or Across from the East soccer center, there is land for sale
there too.   On a bus route again. 

2) look to other communities that maybe willing to merge their schools, were there isn't such a push back to the idea
and they might welcome it.  

3) Look at shifting the school borders and expand busing, to help relieve some of the pressure off of St Maria
Goretti and St Bonaventure, change the borders or offer busing to St Jerome as a science academy option or to St
Bernadette for their programs.    Save from buying modulars and that expense.  

4) Invest in the current buildings - the expenses shown aren't realistic.  We're not talking about tearing down the 3
schools and starting from scratch, $25Million...that slide was a waste of space as it wasn't an option and isn't
relevant but a scare tactic.   We're talking $6million in upgrades/renovations or $30mill  for 1 brand new, big
building.   To me, if you really want to save money and invest in the students futures, you pick the renovations and
spend $6million.     And save that other $24million to invest in a Highschool in NE Edmonton.   Keep the Catholic
School name in the communities, listen to the parents demands and keep it affordable for families to send their kids
to local schools. 

I am welcome to all feedback and further discussion on my concerns and my points.  I really hope that you are open
to feedback and open and honest communication because I am invested in my school and in my 
education.   I love our school and will fight for our voices to be heard.   I hope that you hear us loud and clear.  























 
   

   

  

      
    

     

          
    

          
          

        
          

        
          

        

         

      
   

 

            

       

        

        

          

            

        

           

      

         

            

        

             





 
 

    

   

  

 

 

  

             

        

      

              

          
              

             
          

            
             

              

            
             

          
   

                 
               
             

           
             

                 
             
              
      

               
            

           
              





 

         

    

   

 

           

      

         

        

      

          

            

           

        

        

        

   

             

             

          

         

           

               

           

           

      

          

          

          

           














